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Abstract

Data documentation, sharing and data reuse are important aspects of the scientific data lifecycle.
Archiving of clean, high-quality data with rich documentation can be a challenging part in research
projects. A crucial aspect that can easily be overlooked in this context is rights to data re-use. Our
presentation aims to provide an overview of the key aspects by data sharing, archiving and re-using.
Research data can be a subject to legal [1, 3] or ethical [2,3] constrains, which should be clarified at
the beginning of data collections. Before making research data publically available, it is necessary to
check who holds the data ownership rights (a principal investigator, project partners, or third parties
contributing data, research or commercial organizations). This information can be clarified with the
help of legal offices at the University of Bern [4,5], if it is not defined under contractual agreements or
project consortium agreements [1]. Cantonal, federal or international laws, depending on the
organizations and data creators involved should be taken into consideration for each specific dataset.
Data sets are often protected by copyrights or property rights. Therefore, it is important to retain all
rights and grant rights to re-use research data and metadata. The Creative Commons (CC) licenses
CC 0 or CC BY are recommended [6, 7, 8]. This practice is in line with the policies and
recommendations of funders like the European Commission [9,10]. However, it is important to notice
that the CC 0 license cannot be applied to data which cannot be shared openly because of data
protection, e.g., ethical consideration, or contractual agreements; data that will be commercially
exploited (patents); some forms of processed data; codes, software and elaborate visualizations. By
data sharing, researchers can select a data repository of their choice, however, it is important to
check requirements of funding agencies as well as legal and ethical aspects. A good research data
repository corresponds to FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable) and
provide a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for the dataset [7]. Be aware that, for example, the Swiss
National Science Foundation will only cover upload costs for non-commercial data repositories [11].
Data reuse is a challenging and rather complex topic, therefore, legal and ethical restrictions,
licenses, sources, and descriptions must be considered when using third-party datasets. Open
Science team at the University Library Bern offers support with data management plans through the
whole research data life cycle and consulting in data usage bilateral and for groups. We are seeking
to reach out to a broad audience of data scientists by transferring and exchange of knowledge in data
science and research data management, extending network and strengthening collaboration. Open
Science team at the University Library Bern offers support in writing, reviewing of data management
plans through the whole research data life cycle and consulting in data usage individually and in the
groups.
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